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Announcementsmay better secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and
our posterity.
Come join us for an historic evening and enjoy the vistas of
this beautiful city!
Reserve your space at the AATS Annual Meeting, regis-
ter for the High Performance Teams in the Operating
Room and purchase your ticket for the Special Reception
at www.aats.org/annualmeeting/Registration-and-housing
Target Audience
The AATS Annual Meeting is specifically designed to meet
the educational needs of:
 Cardiothoracic Surgeons
 Physicians in related specialties including Cardiotho-
racic Anesthesia, Cardiology, Pulmonology, Radiol-
ogy, Gastroenterology, Thoracic Oncology, and
Vascular Surgery
 Fellows and Residents in Cardiothoracic and General
Surgical training programs
 Nurses, Physician Assistants, Perfusionists, and Allied
Health Professionals involved in the care of cardiotho-
racic surgical patients
 Medical students with an interest in cardiothoracic
surgery
AATS Annual Meeting Accreditation
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery is ac-
credited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Med-
ical Education to provide continuing medical education for
physicians.
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery designates
this educational activity for amaximum of 35AMAPRACat-
egory 1 Credit(s). Physicians should only claim credit com-
mensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.
For additional information please visit www.aats.org or
contact:
American Association for Thoracic Surgery
900 Cummings Center
Suite 221-U, Beverly, MA, USA 01915
Telephone: +1 (978) 927-8330
Fax: + 1 (978) 524-8890
E-mail: meetings@aats.orgAATS Meetings and Sponsored Events
www.aats.org
May 5–6, 2011
Mitral Conclave
Sheraton New York Hotel and Towers
New York, New YorkThe Journal of Thoracic and CaMay 7–11, 2011
AATS 91st Annual Meeting
Pennsylvania Convention Center
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
May 26, 2011
AATS/ASCVTS Postgraduate Course*
Hilton Phuket Arcadia Resort & Spa
Phuket, Thailand
September 8–10, 2011
International Society for Rotary Blood Pumps Annual
Meeting*
Marriott Downtown
Louisville, Kentucky
October 13–15, 2011
2011 Heart Valve Summit: Medical, Surgical, and
Interventional Decision Making
JW Marriott Chicago
Chicago, Illinois
October 20–21, 2011
7th Triennial Brigham Cardiac Valve Symposium*
Fairmont Copley Plaza Hotel
Boston, Massachusetts
*Co-sponsored by AATS.AATS Online Award Applications
Now Available at www.aats.org, Deadline: July 1, 2011
David C. Sabiston Research Scholarship 2012–2014
provides an opportunity for research, training, and experi-
ence for North American surgeons committed to pursuing
an academic career in cardiothoracic surgery.
 Research program must be undertaken within the first
three years after completion of an approved North
American cardiothoracic residency.
 Applications for the scholarship must be submitted
during the candidate’s first two years in an academic
position.
 The scholarship will begin July 1, 2012, and conclude
on July 1, 2014.
 The Scholarship provides an annual stipend of $80,000
per year paid to the host institution for direct salary
support and related research expenses
Deadline: July 1, 2011
Evarts A. Graham Memorial Traveling Fellowship,
2012–2013 grants support for training of international sur-
geons who have been regarded as having the potential for
later international thoracic surgical leadership.rdiovascular Surgery c Volume 141, Number 3 857
Announcements
85 Candidate must be a non-North American who plans
a cardiothoracic surgery training program in a North
American center and who has not had extensive (ex-
ceeding a total of six months in duration) clinical train-
ing in North America prior to submitting an
application.
 Candidate should have completed his/her formal train-
ing in general surgery and in thoracic and cardiovascu-8 The Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surglar surgery, but should not have reached a senior
position.
 The Fellowship provides a stipend of US$75,000,
a major portion of which is intended for living and
travel expenses incurred when visiting other medical
centers.
Deadline: July 1, 2011The Western Thoracic Surgical
Association
Applications for Membership
The WTSA Application for Membership is now online and
must be submitted electronically. A candidate’s application
must include the following uploads: a photo, a complete
curriculum vitae with bibliography, and the three most sig-
nificant articles that s/he personally wrote. The candidate’s
electronic membership application must be completed and
submitted online by March 1, 2011, and all support letters
uploaded by that candidate’s sponsors by March 31, 2011,
in order for the candidate to be considered for electionto membership at the 2011 Annual Meeting. Visit the
WTSA Web site at www.westernthoracic.org to read
membership eligibility requirements and initiate an online
application.2011 Annual Meeting
The 37th Annual Meeting of the WTSA will be held at
the Broadmoor Hotel in Colorado Springs, Colorado,
from June 22–25, 2011. Visit the WTSA Web site at
www.westernthoracic.org for continually updated infor-
mation on scientific and social programming, registration,
and housing.The American Board of
Thoracic Surgery
Notices
The part I (written) examination was held on December 3. It
is planned that this examination will be given at multiple
sites throughout the United States using an electronic for-
mat. The closing date for registration is August 1 each
year. Those wishing to be considered for examination
must apply online at www.abts.org.
To be admissible for the Part II (oral) examination, a can-
didate must have successfully completed the Part I (written)
examination.
A candidate applying for admission to the certifying exam-
ination must fulfill all the requirements of the Board in force
at the time the application is received. Please address all
communications to the American Board of Thoracic Sur-
gery, 633 North St Clair Street, Suite 2320, Chicago, IL
60611 (telephone: 312-202-5900).Requirements for Maintenance of Certification
Diplomates of the American Board of Thoracic Surgery
(ABTS) who plan to participate in the Maintenance of Cer-
tification (MOC) process must hold an unrestricted medical
license in the locale of their practice and privileges in a hos-
pital accredited by the JCAHO (or other organization rec-ognized by the ABTS). In addition, a valid ABTS
certificate is an absolute requirement for entrance into the
Maintenance of Certification process. If your certificate
has expired, the only pathway for renewal of a certificate
is to take and pass the Part I (written) and the Part II
(oral) certifying examinations. The names of individuals
who have not maintained their certificate will no longer
be published in the American Board of Medical Specialties
Directories. Diplomates’ names will be published upon
successful completion of the Maintenance of Certification
process.
The CME requirements are 30 Category I credits earned
during each year prior to application. At least half of these
CME hours need to be in the broad area of thoracic surgery.
Category II credits are not allowed. Interested individuals
should refer to the Booklet of Information for Maintenance
of Certification for a complete description of acceptable
CME credits. Diplomates will be expected to submit verifi-
cation of CME earned.
Diplomates in the Maintenance of Certification process
will need to provide a summary of their major cases per-
formed during the year prior to application. The practice re-
view should not exceed 100 cases.
Diplomates in the Maintenance of Certification process
will be required to complete all sections of the SESATS
self-assessment examination. It is not necessary for
Diplomates to purchase SESATS individually, because it
will be sent to them after their application has been approved.ery c March 2011
